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Candidate Selection Committee
c/o Susan Fox
Legislative Services Division
Box201706
Helena, MT 59620-1706

Members of the Committee:

My name is Dave Skinner. Against my better judgment, I would like to be considered as
interim Commissioner of Political Practices.
Please forgive me for not presenting a restrme, as I haven't prepared one in at least 15
years. I like what I do now. Currently, I am a freelance writer and researcher, the
ooconseryative" columnist for the Flathead Beacon and an assigned-feature writer for
Range magazine. Last year I scored the Nevada Press Association's Best Investigative in
the magazine category. Just a cheesy plaque, but nice to have.
I've also done complex forestry-science articles, essays and photography for Evergreen, a
forestry publication, and helped write a complete corporate history book for Columbia
Helicopters' 50tn anniversary.
When I'm not writing, I build stuff, mostly finish carpentry.
My writing work has exposed me to the Commission's important product a lot over the
past decade.
The Commission has two main roles - ethics enforcement and finance reporting. I feel
that between now and the appoinftrnent of a full-term commissioner in the2013 session,
the latter task takes precedence.
While it is said an attorney Commissioner should be appointed in order to enforce
campaign finance lawo the fact remains that the law is conceptually simple, and the
sanctions allowed by law are not particularly stringent or effective
From time to time for my writing work, I have been through the docket of outstanding
and resolved complaints, and I am struck by the high number of complaints from the
oousual suspects." But we all should be bothered by the tokenism of the sanctions levied in
most cases - usually a fine while the perpetrators keep their office. Outside players
simply found another group with another rurme next cycle.
Finally, enforcement is usually after the damage has been done - after the election when
it no longer really matters to the voters.
I feel it is absolutely imperative that electronic reporting be fully implemented for all
categories by the deadlines listed in the goals documents on CPP's site, especially for
Political Action Committees, no matter who your committee recommends or Governor
Schweitzer finally selects.
The election of 2012 is widely expected to be one of the noisiest, probably sleaziest, in
modern Montana memory. With the U.S. Senate up for grabs at the federal level, and
Montana a "cheap bty," with federal campaign rules a dysfunctional mess (by design),
voters are in for it - and will get no help from Washington in cutting through the clutter.



Montana is up for grabs as well. The bitter realrty under Montana law is that pACs - not
candidates -- will run the table. Their plan is to pop up like mushrooms, poison the
debate, and wither away with the damage done - and it's all legal!
The only defense Mgntana voters might have against the expecled avalanche of deception
is timely, accurate disclosure of political money flows in as close to real time as po.ribl"
under the current reporting schedule. We must provide this service to Montana's vorers
(through our upstanding news media if not directly), this year, without fail.
The system does not need to be perfect, but it must be in place and objectively useful.
It is said that Montana is just a big neighborhood. Even so, we must judge most of our
"neighbors" by their friends. We see who they hang with first, and then decide if we want
to be friends - or not.
The same holds true for our political leadership. Money is the most'ohonest" indicator of
political friendship (or enmity), of shared values (or not). Montanans deserve to elect
leaders who share their outlook, period.
Providing Montana journalists and voters with unbiased, accurate political finance
information - before the polls close - is the most important task CPP can perform to help
Montanans select the state government they truly deserve. If chosen, that'i what I'll focus
upon.

Thank you for your consideration,

Dave Skinner
Box 1486
whitefish, MT 59937
406-249-0468
daskinn er @c enturyte I . net



Fox, Susan

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Dave Skinner ldaskinner@centurytel. netJ
Thursday, January 26,2012 1:04 PM
Fox, Susan
Re: CPP application
26 Jan 2012 CPP.doc

Okay, here's a letter of interest. No resume, I keep busy without oneo and no time. If it works, okay, if not, that's okay
too.
Dave Skinner
Hydra Project
Box 1486
Whitefish, MT 59937
406756 0047 vm no fax

--- Original Message ---
From: F-,oX, S,qsqn
To: 'Dave Skinner'
Sent: Thursday, January 26,2012 10:40 AM
Subject: RE: CPP application

An attached word docurnent works fine - thanks, Susan

Sus*rn Byorth Fox
{406} 444-3066
qfpx.Omt.gov

From : Dave Skinner [mAilto:daSkinner@cenlUfytel,net]
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 20L2 10:38 AM
To: Fox, Susan
Subject: CPP application

Susan Fox:

May I send an email with Word attachments or would you want it plain text?
Dave Skinner
Hydra Project
Box 1486
Whitefish, MT 59937
406 756 0047 vmno fax


